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The “little sister” of Los Angeles hard-edge painting, June Harwood has evolved from 
hard to soft edges since the 1960s. Now she is fusing the two supposedly opposite 
tendencies, and making it work. The hard edges have effectively come loose from their 
moorings, acting less as borders for areas of color than as structural counterpoint to the 
colored planes. Harwood’s recent soft-edged, almost impressionist color fields 
maintain in those planes, serving to contrast with the linear geometries underscoring or 
interrupting them. It’s not an easy balancing act, especially as Harwood avoids what 
would be an easy balancing act, a merely tasteful arrangement of hard and soft, line and 
plane; instead, she seeks — and achieves — lively and unsettling relationships between 
the forms. Louis Stern, 9002 Melrose Ave., W. Hlywd., Tues.-Fri. 10 a.m.-6 p.m., Sat. 
11 a.m.-5 p.m.; thru April 5. (310) 276-0147 
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